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50TH

CoNGRESS, }

1st Session.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

·

j

REPORT

·~

No. 816.

DANIEL W. WHITFIELD.

MARCH 2,

1888.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to be
printed.

1\ir. KERR, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the foll0wing

REPORT:
[To accompany bill H. R. 4624.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4624) jor the
relief of the estate of the late John W. Whitfield, beg leave to report:
From evidence submitted to the committee John W. Whitfield waR a
register of the land office in the Delaware land district in Kansas from
August, 1857, to June, 1861, and that Daniel Woodson was a receiver of
public moneys in said district during said time.
Congress on the 18th of August, 1856, in the seventh section of ''An
act making. appropriations for certain civil expenses of the Government," enactedThat in the settlement of the accounts of registers and receivers of the public land
offices, tho Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow, subject to the approval of Congress, such reasonable compensation for additional clerical
services and extraordinary expenses incident to said offices a.:> ho shall think just
and proper, and report to Congress all such cases of allowance at each succeeding
Congress, with estimates of the sum or sums required to pay the sarr:.e. (Statutes at
Large, vol. 11, p. 91.)

On December 21, 1860, Moses Kelly, the Acting Secretary of the Interior, settled the account of John W. Whitfield as register of the land
office, and of D. Woodson as receiver of public moneys in said district,
for clerical services, office rent, etc., under said act, and allowed them
$12,857.92, and on said day he reported said sum to Congress for appropriation, as required by said act of 1856. This sum was made up as
follows:
Amount allowed Register Whitfield for clerk hire. ______ . ____ . ____________ $i, 383. 00
Amount allowed Receiver Woodson for clerk l1ire. ___ •.. _... _ . __________ . 3, 150. 00
Total allowed both officers for clerk hire. ____ .. _____ .. ____ ... __ .. __ ____ 10. 53:3. 00
Amount allowed Register Whitfield for office rent, as per voucher No. 3. ___
84G. dO
Amount allowed Register Whitfield for fuel and light, as per voucher No.2.
316. 66
Amount allowed Receiver Woodson for office rent, as per voucher No. 1. ___
845. 80
:H6. ()6
Amount allowed Receiver Woodson for fuel and light, as per voucher No.4.
Total sum allowed both officers for clerk hire, rent, etc .. ____ . ____ •.... _ 12, 857. 92
Amonut appropriated ou February 19, 1861, to pay for clerk hire (12 Stat.,
1:33) .• --- .. ---.- •• - •••.• ---- ••• --- . --.- ••• - •••• -.--- -- _--- • - ••• - ____ -·- 10, G33. 00
Balance of sum allowed for office rent, fuel, and light, not appropriated..

2, 324. 92

Only $10,533, allowed both officers for clerk hire, was appropriated by
the appropriation act of February 19, 1861 (12 Stat., 133). No appropriation bas yet been made to pay the sum of $2,324.92, due to said
officers for office rent, etc., as per report of settlement on December 21,
1860; nor doPs it appear that the Secretary of the Interior reported to
any succeeJing Congress for appropriation the sum of $2,324.92 remaining due to said officers.

2
The Acting Secretary of the Interior, in said report of December 21,
1860, in these cases says :
The register ancl receiver for the Delaware land district, Kansas, appear to have
proceedetl in this matter according to the law of August 18, 1856. Their expenses for
clerk hire, office rent, etc., during the three years mentioned, have amounted to
$12,857.92, or a little over $4,000 per year, which is regarded as reasonable in view of
the unusually large quantity of laud sold and located at that office during this period
of time.

The late John W. Whitfield, deceased, became a surety on the bond
of"\V. W.Dennison, an Indian agent, in March, 1857, who in 1.\-Iarch, 1861,
was supposed to be a defaulter to the United States, in consequence of
which the Secretary of the Interior, on March 28, 1861, instructed the
Commissioner of the General Land Office to withhold payment of any
moneys due to the said Whitfield .as register, etc.," whilst the matter
of his liability on the official bond of Mr. Dennison remains unadjusted." In April, 1861, the attorney of the said Whitfield, in writing,
requested the Commissioner of Indian Affairs" to ascertain the actual
amount due by him. (Dennison), that his sureties may take early and
prompt measures to recover the amount of any defalcation, if it can be
done."
.
Mrs. Sarah B. Whitfield, widow, and administratrix of the estate of
the late John W. Whitfield, deceased, made application for the special
adjustment of the account of said Whitfield, as late register of the lau<l
office in said district, which she was unable to obtain; and that slle
also requested a settlement of the account of the said W. W. Dennison,
as late Indian agent, and that in 1885 she made a proposition of compromise in the case of the said Dennison, which the Solicitor of tlle
Treasury refused to recommend; and that iu 1887, more than a q narter
of a century after ihe said Dennison had ceaRed to be an Indian agent,
the Solicitor caused a suit to be instituted against ~Irs. Sarah B. vVhit·
field, widow, and John A. Whitfield, as the heirs-at-law of the sai({
John W. vVhitfiehl, deceased, on the bond of the said Dennison, as late
Indian agent, in the circuit court of the United States for the western
district of Texas, at th~ November session~, 1887, No. 346.
During the :Forty-ninth Congress H. R. bill No. 5470, appropriating
$1,162.46 for the relief of the estate of the late John W. vVhittield, de·
ceased, late register, etc., was formerly reported by the Committee on
Claims, which was not acted on by Congress.
No just and final settlement of the accounts of said Whitfield, as late
register, etc., can be made until the sum of $1,162.46 clue to him for
office rent, etc., is appropriated to be placed to his credit, and as tile
administratrix of his estate can not institute any suit against tile
United States under any existing law, and a~ she can not claim any
moneys, long withheld and due to said estate by the United States, as
a set-off in the trial of the suit now pending in said circuit court of the
United States against the heirs-at-law ofthe ~:;aid Whitfield, deceased,
the said circuit court of the United States for said district should be
empowered to try both suits and settle the accounts of the said Whitfield, deceased, as late register, etc., and determine the question whether
the said Whitfield, deceased, or his heirs-at-law, are or are not indebted to the United States.
The committee therefore recommend the passage of the l>ill (H. R.
No. 4624), with the following amendments: In line 6 of section 2, strike
out the word "and," after the word ~'States"; and in line 2J of section
3, after the word '~ Gover.l.).meot," at the end of that line, insert the
word " in."
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